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Please purchase and read Black Swan Green, by David Mitchell, ISBN: 0812974018, and complete the following tasks. 
 
Task #1: Annotations 
 
Motifs are elements with symbolic significance.  Specifically, motifs may be any sights, sounds, or words that are 
repeated throughout a story in order to create or influence other literary conventions, such as mood, characterization, 
conflict, or the story’s main themes.  Choose two (2) of the following motifs to track as you read Black Swan Green. 
 

Names   Violence   Notes / Messages 
War   Innocence / Naiveté  Poetry / Reading 
Hiding / Secrecy Colors (Yellow, Blue, Green)   

 
 
When you find direct or indirect references to either of your chosen motifs, note them by underlining, starring, or 
otherwise marking the specific passages in your book.  Write the name of the motif in the margins.  If you prefer, instead 
of writing in the book itself, you can use Post-It notes to mark the page, the passage, and the name of the motif.   
 
You should have at least six (6) annotations for each of your two chosen motifs, for a total of twelve (12) annotations, 
which will be checked by your teacher on the first day of class.  Be sure that you do not choose passages that are all 
located in one part of the text; they should, instead, range from the beginning through the middle to the end, 
demonstrating your complete experience with the text. 
 

	
 
Task #2: Creative Writing and Rationale 
 
In addition to themes and motifs, one of the novel’s most memorable aspects is Mitchell’s ability to capture the voice of a 
thirteen-year-old boy.  Write a creative piece in the voice of the protagonist, Jason Taylor, about one of your chosen 
motifs from Task #1.  Your monologue must be at least 200 words long and may occur at any point in the novel or even 
after the novel’s end.  
 
In addition, write a paragraph of at least 100 words explaining your choices in capturing the protagonist’s voice.  How 
did you make sure to sound like Jason Taylor?  What words (diction) and phrasing (syntax) did you choose, and why?  
What topics, thoughts, feelings, or plot points did you address, and in what ways, to make your monologue believable?  
	

	
	
Bring your annotated book on the first day of class.  Also bring your completed Task #2 writings, printed as follows.   
 
� Type Size:  Twelve (12) Point 
� Type Font:  Times New Roman 
� Spacing:  Double  
� Integrity:   At the top of the first page of each writing, type the succinct version of the Dwight School Honor Code: I 

did not cheat on this assignment. (The assignments will be submitted to the anti-plagiarism site 
Turnitin.com.  Instructions on how to do so will be provided on the first day of class.) 

 
If you have any questions about the assignment, email Ms. Billard at ebillard@dwight.edu or Mr. Ruelens at 
jruelens@dwight.edu.  Have a wonderful summer, and we look forward to seeing you in September!  


