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11th Grade Summer 2017 Assignment  
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Purchase and read the play The Laramie Project, by Moises Kaufman, ISBN 0822217805.  This nonfiction drama recounts the 
murder of Wyoming man Matthew Shepard and the response of his community after the crime.  The various characters give their 
perspectives on the dramatic events and the meaning of violence in a world where we value justice. 
 
TASK #1: Annotations 
 

The author employs a variety of literary conventions throughout this text, including irony, metaphor, foreshadowing, etc.  As you 
read, find at least five (5) examples of at least five (5) different literary conventions, for a total of twenty-five (25) examples.  Note 
them by underlining, starring, or otherwise marking the specific passages in the play.  Write the name of the convention in the 
margins.  If you prefer, instead of writing in the play itself, you can use Post-It notes to mark the page, the passage, and the name of 
the convention.   
 

Be sure that you do not choose examples of these conventions that are all located in one part of the play; they should, instead, range 
from the beginning through the middle to the end, demonstrating your complete experience with the text. 
 

 
 

TASK #2: Writing Options 
 
Choose one (1) of the following three (3) options.  They are all of the same required length: 100 – 200 words.   
 

Option #1 
 

Choose the character in the play that you feel is most similar to you.  Explain why and how you identify with this character.  You 
may consider demographic elements such as gender, age, and social class, as well as more complicated character aspects such as 
philosophical perspectives, religious beliefs, or key personality traits.  Your response should include at least two (2) quotations from 
the text and at least one (1) example from your own experiences or feelings. 
 

Option #2 
 

Matthew Shepard died in 1998 and the subsequent murder trial took place in 1999.  Through online research, find two (2) news 
articles, editorials, essays, or any other published accounts that comment on these events and that have points of view that contrast 
with one another.  Respond to all of the following prompts.   
 

� Find one (1) quotation from each source that sums up the source’s point of view.  Paying attention to word  
choice, structure, and/or style, analyze how the quotations reveal the perspectives of the authors. 
� Explain the way(s) in which the sources differ in their understanding or interpretation of the events. 
� Explain the possible biases that might affect each source as well as to what extent, and in what ways, one source might be 
more reliable than the other; use at least one (1) quotation from each source to support your claims. 

 

Option #3 
 

Choose a character from the play, and write a new monologue for that character.  In the monologue, which should take place in 2017, 
the character should remember the Matthew Shepard case and detail how his or her life has changed since 1999, how he or she feels 
about the issues raised by the case, and how he or she feels that social prejudice or justice has changed, if at all, in the United States 
since that time.  Be sure to consider the character’s traits and speaking style, and incorporate those elements into the monologue.  
 

 
 

On the first day of class, bring your annotated book as well as your completed Task #2, printed as follows. 
 
� Type Size:  Twelve (12) Point 
� Type Font:  Times New Roman 
� Spacing:  Double  
� Integrity:   At the top of the first page, type the succinct version of the Dwight School Honor Code: I did not cheat on this 

assignment.  (The assignment will be submitted to the anti-plagiarism site Turnitin.com.  Instructions on how to do 
so will be provided on the first day of class.) 

 

For any questions about this assignment, email Mr. Wiesenfeld, Head of the English Department, at mwiesenfeld@dwight.edu.  


