
 
 
GRADE 12: IB VISUAL ARTS SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 

 
Time to get inspired, experiment, and explore your theme with depth! 

 
 
Complete TWO art works  
with documentation in your 
Journal, including 1-page of the 
following for EACH artwork: 
EXPERIMENTATION, 
INTENTIONS, INVESTIGATION, 
COMMUNICATION, and 
REFLECTION. 
 
 

https://ny.curbed.com/2017/3/27/15073578/ai-weiwei-fences-installation-nyc 
 

Details: 
1. Complete TWO artworks in two different media (for instance: a lens based work 

and a drawing, OR a fiber installation and a watercolor, etc.) 
 

2. Instructions for journal pages: (TOTAL: AT LEAST 10 PAGES; 5 for each 
artwork) 

● Clear and legible writing 
● Visually engaging 
● Appropriate art vocabulary used throughout 
● Put HEADINGS, which are listed in BLUE, as a title for each page. Experiment 

with doing these headings in your OWN way. 
 
EXPERIMENTATION - What skills am I developing? How am I using materials? Show 
and write about your process. Photograph your process in various stages and comment 
on your findings. 

https://ny.curbed.com/2017/3/27/15073578/ai-weiwei-fences-installation-nyc


INTENTIONS - What do I want to communicate in this work? How might it be 
perceived? What symbols, colors, marks, concepts will get my intentions across? Cite 
your sources.  

INVESTIGATION - Which artists, works, art forms, and non-art resources do I find 
interesting? Ideas might include: print out artist’s works, poems, song lyrics, 
philosophers ideas, scientific principles, TOK questions, news articles, historic events, 
etc. Sketch other artists’ works, investigate through observational drawings, reading, 
documentaries, and more. CITE THE SOURCE. 

● How does the investigation relate to/influences/guide my work?  

COMMUNICATION - How is my communication of ideas and intentions (visual and 
written) changing? How have my ideas developed through experimentation with 
techniques, materials and ideas? What will the audience see, read, sense, experience 
when observing my work? (Get input from others!) 

REFLECTION - What words can I use to reflect, analyze and review my development? 
How have I developed/ am I developing as an artist? Is this work similar or different than 
what I made before? What surprised me? What can I develop more? What did I learn? 
Which gallery or museum or idea concept can inspire me next? 

● *Note that you can include ADDITIONAL sketches, process notes, collaged pages, 
writings in your VAJ that are NOT specific to the finished artworks. 

 
 
Feeling stuck? Try these strategies: 

● Sketch, collage, thumbnail sketch, take rubbings of texture  
● Mindmap  
● Talk to a friend and record the conversation  
● Read or watch a documentary 
● Go to a gallery or museum with a friend 
● Use a viewfinder to zoom in on a detail of your work or another artist’s 
● Photograph important objects or people  
● Investigate a culture 



● Try a medium you never tried  
● Do the opposite of what you always do  

 


