
 
DWIGHT SCHOOL ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
 
11th Grade Summer 2017 Assignment  
IB English A Literature SL I  
 

                    

 
        

 
Please purchase and read The Namesake, by Jhumpa Lahiri (ISBN: 0618485228).  Complete both tasks. 
 
Motifs are recurring elements with symbolic significance in a story.  They may be sights, sounds, words, 
ideas, linguistic devices, or structural components such as flashbacks or chapter headings.  Motifs are 
repeated throughout a story in order to create or influence other literary elements such as mood or theme. 
 
Choose any two (2) of the following motifs. 
  

Names / Naming  Clothing / Shoes  Trains      
 

Books / Literature  Religion   Food     
 

 
 
Task #1: Track your two chosen motifs as you read by marking the relevant passages.  You may 
underline, star, write notes in the margins, or even use Post-It notes.  You should mark at least five (5) 
examples of each motif, for a total of ten (10) examples.  Be sure that you do not choose examples that are 
all located in one part of the text; they should, instead, range from the beginning through the middle to 
the end, demonstrating your complete experience with the entire text. 
 

 
 
Task #2: On a typed document, create a table.  The first column should be the list of page numbers on 
which you noted motifs, along with the motif you noted.  The second column should be, for each noted 
motif, three (3) or four (4) full sentences explaining the purpose of the motif at that point in the story or 
its effect on the plot, the reader, or other literary conventions, like tone, characterization, or setting.   
 

	
	
Bring your annotated book on the first day of class.  Also bring your motif table, printed as follows.   
 
� Type Size:  Twelve (12) Point 
� Type Font:  Times New Roman 
� Integrity:   At the top of the first page of your table, type the succinct version of the Dwight School 

Honor Code: I did not cheat on this assignment. (The assignment will be submitted to the 
anti-plagiarism site Turnitin.com.  Instructions on how to do so will be provided on the first 
day of class.) 

 
If you have any questions about the assignment, email Mr. Wiesenfeld, the Head of the English 
Department, at mwiesenfeld@dwight.edu.  Have a wonderful summer, and we look forward to seeing you 
in September!  


