
 
 

Eighth Grade Language & Literature  

Mrs. Hoffman  

Summer Reading Assignment 2017  

 

Welcome to 8th grade Language & Literature! My name is Mrs. Hoffman, and I am looking forward to 

working with you in  this upcoming school year. As a part of the course requirements, all students are 

asked to read over the summer and complete the subsequent assignments. These assignments will be due 

the first week of classes in the fall. Please continue reading below to receive your summer reading 

instructions.  

 

The Text:   

The Illustrated Man by Ray Bradbury 

 

This text is a collection of short stories.  I’m asking that you read the following stories within the book, 

but feel free to read as many as you like.  

 

● “The Veldt” 

● “Kaleidoscope” 

● “The Other Foot”  

● “Marionettes, Inc.”  

 

The Assignment:   

After reading the four stories above,  write  an original one page essay (at least 250 words in length) 

answering one of the four  questions below.  In your response, directly answer the question and support 

with quotes from the text.  

 

1. “The Veldt” -  Ray Bradbury wrote this story in 1951 in response to people’s growing reliance on 

technology to assist with household chores and for entertainment. Based on the text, what do you 

think is Bradbury’s major concern about people depending too heavily on technology?  

 

2. “Kaleidoscope” -  In this story, astronauts find themselves in a short-term situation that will 

inevitably end in death. From their reactions, what can you learn about how to live?  

 

3. “The Other Foot”- When the white person lands on Mars, Willie, one of  the main characters,  is 

first driven to seek revenge. However, over time his position softens, and ultimately Willie agrees 

to give the white person a fair shot. Why does he change his mind?  

 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/illustrated-man-ray-bradbury/1100052468?ean=9780062079978


4. “Marionettes, Inc.”-   In the story, Braling purchases a marionette in order to avoid a major 

conflict with his wife. What is most unethical about this?  

 

The Format:  

You paper should be typed, double spaced in 12 point Times New Roman or Calibri font, with 1” 

margins. It should follow all MLA standards as applicable. All writing is expected to be proofread, and 

relatively free of spelling and grammar errors. Please edit your work. Your response should be about one 

page in  

length.  

 


