Igniting the spark of genius in every child

1

DWIGHT SCHOOL

Welcome
Dwight is an internationally renowned educator
of the next generation of global leaders —
one student at a time.
We’re dedicated to crafting a personalized journey
for every student based on individual interests
and passions. We call this igniting the “spark
of genius” in every child. Personalized learning,
together with community and global vision,
are the three pillars upon which a Dwight
world-class education rests.
At the core of Dwight is our steadfast commitment to putting students first. Our inspiring
faculty — master teachers — encourage students to believe in their own talents, follow their
hearts, and take intellectual risks through the academically vigorous International Baccalaureate.
The academic breadth and depth of the IB are simply unparalleled, which is why it is recognized
worldwide as the “gold standard” in pre-university preparation. No other curriculum fits better
with our vision of educating thoughtful, caring, critical thinkers and innovative global leaders.
We invite you to read on to learn more about what makes the Dwight experience so special.
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Head of School
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Low teacher-student ratio

College guidance begins early in grade 9

1-1 personalized learning

40,000-square-foot Athletic Center
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IB trailblazer

Spark Tank, Dwight’s innovation incubator

THE DWIGHT
DIFFERENCE
AT A GLANCE

State-of-the-art Performing Arts Center

Global campuses and international trips

4

5

OUR ILLUSTRIOUS HISTORY

Breaking Ground in Education
for More Than 145 Years
Dwight’s legacy of personalized learning dates back
to 1872. We’re proud of our long and rich history as a
premier independent school, landmark New York City
educational institution, and pioneering global network
of schools.
From the very beginning, Dwight was designed to prepare
graduates for admission to the Ivy League, especially to
Harvard and Yale; our namesake is Yale’s twelfth President,
Timothy Dwight V. Since that time, our visionary
leaders have transformed the educational landscape,
while our distinguished alumni have left their mark on
our world.
As a pioneer in global education, Dwight was the first
independent school in the U.S. to establish an international campus in London in 1972, the first in New
York City to offer the IB Primary Years Program, and
the first in the Americas to offer the comprehensive IB
curriculum from preschool to grade 12. As a frontier
IB World School, Dwight will continue to blaze a trail
in 21st-century education.
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PERSONALIZED LEARNING

Dwight Students Carve Their Own Paths
No two students are alike — and no two student journeys
at Dwight are the same. Dedicated to igniting the spark
of genius in every child, we customize an educational
path for every student based on individual interests
and talents.
With one of the lowest student-teacher ratios among
New York City independent schools, Dwight faculty
work one-on-one with students to discover and nurture
their passions, empowering students to believe in themselves
and to take risks.
The IB curriculum, which is focused on student-driven
inquiry, provides numerous opportunities for students
to delve deeper into topics and subjects that they’re
interested in. Students also follow their own paths and
passions outside the classroom through an extensive
array of programs and activities, including Spark Tank
— Dwight’s incubator designed to foster entrepreneurial,
innovation, and leadership skills.
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COMMUNITY

A Special Place, a Family Atmosphere
Dwight is dedicated to fostering a warm, welcoming, and
inspiring community, which embraces diversity and
mutual respect to help build a better world.
Leadership through service is woven into nearly every aspect
of a Dwight education. Through academic, civic, team, and
individual exploration, students develop valuable leadership
skills and a foundation to become global leaders.
Dwight also has a tradition of modeling service as an institution. Dwight’s innovative partnership with a local New
York City housing community to create the Dwight School
Athletic Center in East Harlem exemplifies these efforts.
Mentorship programs like the Lower School Reading
Buddy Project create bonds between older and younger
students, and long-standing school traditions further
link members of Dwight’s special community.

Seniors congratulate younger students in a
special “Moving Up” ceremony marking
their transition into the next grade
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GLOBAL VISION

New York

Dwight Students Are Citizens of the World
Dwight in New York is the flagship campus of a
global network of IB World Schools with campuses
in London, Seoul, Shanghai, Dubai, and in the cloud
— Dwight Global Online School. Each school shares
the same commitment to igniting the spark of genius
in every child. No matter where in the world students
attend Dwight, they are inspired to find their passions
and receive the same high-quality IB education.

Being part of a global network affords students
numerous benefits and countless opportunities to
expand their worldview. Dwight students participate
in exchange programs; curricular and creative
collaborations, including our global Carnegie Hall
concert; and international service and leadership
conferences. The world is literally at their feet — and
we couldn’t be more delighted to offer our students
an international passport.
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London

South Korea
Dubai

Shanghai
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TRIPS AND EXCHANGES

On the Road and Around the World
Dwight opens the door to greater learning and global
citizenship through a series of trips to destinations that
bring U.S. history to life and exchange programs with
Dwight campuses on other continents.

Recent and upcoming trips include:
Grade 4 trip to Washington, DC
Grade 5 reciprocal exchange
with Dwight School London
Grades 6-12 music festival
in Shanghai
Grade 7 trip to Boston

Grades 7-8 service learning
trip to Costa Rica
Grade 8 trip to Washington, DC

Grade 8 trip to NASA Space Camp

Grades 8-12 choral trip to London
Grade 9 exchange with Shanghai
Qibao Dwight High School
Global Issues Network (GIN)
Conference in Luxembourg
Boys Varsity Baseball Team spring
training in the Dominican Republic
Service learning trip to China’s
Yunnan Province

Beginning with the annual fifth grade exchange with
Dwight School London — a tradition that stretches back
two decades — students travel abroad to experience another
country and culture. A trip to Costa Rica follows in seventh
and eighth grades, while ninth graders go to Dwight’s
Shanghai campus. Dwight exchanges enable students to
step into the shoes of their peers, forge lasting friendships,
and develop a more robust global perspective.
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LANGUAGES AT DWIGHT

Promoting Global Conversations
Dwight’s international community includes students and
faculty representing over 40 nationalities. Our students,
as true global citizens, become proficient in second and
third languages. Instruction begins at age two:
Preschool 2s–4s
• Spanish and Mandarin
Kindergarten-Grade 5
• Spanish, French, and Mandarin 5 times a cycle
Grades 6–12
• Spanish, French, and Mandarin
14 additional languages are available upon request for
an additional fee
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CARNEGIE HALL

ST. LUKE'S THEATRE

SAMUEL J. FRIEDMAN THEATRE

THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART

COOPER HEWITT, SMITHSONIAN DESIGN MUSEUM

UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS
BARRYMORE THEATRE
RICHARD RODGERS THEATRE
BOWLMOR TIMES SQUARE
NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

CENTRAL PARK CONSERVANCY
FRENCH INSTITUTE ALLIANCE FRANCAISE

CENTRAL PARK ZOO

BELVEDERE CASTLE, CENTRAL PARK
NEW-YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
APPLE STORE
THE MARJORIE S. DEANE LITTLE THEATER

TD BANK

TULIP GARDEN

ISLAMIC CULTURAL CENTER OF NEW YORK

MUSEUM OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH
OF SAINT JOHN THE DIVINE

BROADWAY COMEDY CLUB

LINCOLN PLAZA CINEMAS
NEW YORK INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
STEELCASE SHOWROOM

TUCKER SQUARE GREENMARKET
NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

HAN DYNASTY RESTAURANT
CHILDREN'S MUSEUM OF MANHATTAN
REDEEMER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
PURE YOGA
VOILA CHOCOLAT
TRADER JOE’S

PHELPS HOUSE RESIDENCE

THE NEW YORK BUDDHIST CHURCH

THE BRONX HIGH SCHOOL OF SCIENCE
THE CLOISTERS
STONE BARNS CENTER

MORRIS-JUMEL MANSION
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ELLIS ISLAND

AFRICAN BURIAL GROUND
BROOKLYN ROBOT FOUNDRY

MUSEUM OF AMERICAN FINANCE

BROOKLYN ACADEMY OF MUSIC
GREENWOOD CEMETERY
CONEY ISLAND
CONSTRUCTIONKIDS
WEAVING HAND
NEW YORK TRANSIT MUSEUM

MUSEUM OF CHINESE IN AMERICA
ELDRIDGE STREET SYNAGOGUE

TENEMENT MUSEUM

LA MAMA EXPERIMENTAL THEATER CLUB

THEATER FOR THE NEW CITY
THE PUBLIC THEATER

IFC CENTER

NEW YORK CHINESE CULTURAL CENTER

Dwight students not only travel the globe, they also visit
a wealth of destinations in The Big Apple on field trips
that tie into, and supplement, what they’re learning in
the classroom. Here are just some of their stops.

#NYCIsOurClassroom

PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN
LOWER SCHOOL
MIDDLE SCHOOL
UPPER SCHOOL

LEGEND

BREADS BAKERY

MATERIALS FOR THE ARTS
NEW YORK HALL OF SCIENCE

LAB SCHOOL
UNION SQUARE GREENMARKET
RUBIN MUSEUM OF ART

CHILDREN'S MUSEUM OF THE ARTS
EVERY MOTHER COUNTS

ARTIST STUDIO

CHELSEA MARKET

PAULA COOPER GALLERY
JACK SHAINMAN GALLERY
DAVID ZWIRNER GALLERY

LIBERTY SCIENCE CENTER
TENAFLY NATURE CENTER
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NYC IS OUR CLASSROOM
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THE IB AT DWIGHT
Dwight
was the

The “Gold Standard” Worldwide
The International Baccalaureate curriculum is an academically vigorous program for students in preschool through
grade 12. It encourages students to ask challenging
questions; to think critically, creatively, ethically, and
globally; and to become lifelong learners.

school in
New York City
to offer the
IB Primary Years
Program

IB Diploma
students are

The IB is recognized worldwide as the “gold standard” in
pre-university preparation and IB students often have an
advantage in the college admissions process. Many colleges
offer advanced standing or course credit to students with
high scores on IB exams.
IB graduates excel in higher education and have an
advantage in our rapidly changing workplace. No other
curriculum fits better with Dwight’s vision of educating
the next generation of global leaders and entrepreneurs.

three
Dwight teaches

IB programs

Primary Years
Program:
Preschool
3s-Grade 5

Middle Years
Program:
Grades 6-10

Diploma
Program:
Grades 11-12

more likely than non-IB students
to be admitted into the nation’s most
prestigious universities, including
Harvard, Princeton, Yale, and Stanford
Dwight
was the

first

school in the Americas to
offer the comprehensive IB
curriculum to students in
preschool through grade 12
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CULTIVATING AN ENTREPRENEURIAL
MINDSET THROUGH THE IB

Teaching the IB Design Thinking Process
Dwight, which has long been on the forefront of the
IB, continues to innovate by integrating IB values with
unique opportunities for students to develop skills such
as brainstorming, collaboration, creativity, and problemsolving. These skills will enable graduates to be successful
in the jobs of the future and to meet whatever challenges
await in them in life.

The IB curriculum emphasizes student-driven inquiry.
It encourages students to work on passion projects of
their own imagining, take risks, and become problemsolvers through design thinking and hands-on learning
in graphic design, architecture, engineering, filmmaking,
programming, robotics, and more.

INQUIRE

EVALUATE

IDEATE

CREATE
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SPARK TANK

Sparking Innovation in Dwight’s Incubator
At Dwight, we believe that students shouldn’t have
to wait until graduation to pursue their “big idea”
to change the world. Starting as early as kindergarten,
students can join Spark Tank to take their ideas for
non-profits, businesses, and new products from
concept to launch.

Spark Tank is designed to nurture entrepreneurial,
leadership, and innovation skills. Students work with
faculty mentors in our makerspace to create and finetune their projects. During the development cycle,
students pitch their ideas for feedback and funding
requests to The Dwight School Foundation’s Spark

While top universities are already investing in
bringing novel student work to market, Dwight
is one of the only K-12 schools in America to offer
this incubator experience.

Tank Committee, comprised of industry experts
and entrepreneurs from our community. Spark Tank
is one of Dwight’s unique calling cards.

1
2
3
4
5

IDEA
PLAN
PROTOTYPE
OPERATIONS

LAUNCH
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PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN

The Foundation for Lifelong Learning
In our warm, and nurturing environment, we offer programs
for parents and their little ones and beginning as young as
three months. Our Small Wonder Program is for children
ages one to two-and-a-half and their parents. These positive
first classroom experiences are invaluable in easing the
transition to preschool.
Dwight preschool and kindergarten students explore
continually inside and outside the classroom. As they’re
introduced to the International Baccalaureate’s dynamic
Primary Years Program, they learn through play, discovery,
and inquiry. Tapping into their growing curiosity, our
faculty members take a holistic approach that nurtures
the cognitive, physical, and emotional well-being of
each child.
Among the countless new things students begin learning
during these exciting early years are other languages:
Spanish is introduced in the preschool 2s
and instruction in Mandarin begins in
Pre-kindergarten.

Students create and explore
in our makerspace, The Studio
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LOWER SCHOOL

Grades 1-5
Eager to begin the day, Lower School students enter classrooms ready to think, see, and wonder about themselves
and the world around them.
Our students are at the center of a highly interactive,
innovative, and inquiry-based Primary Years Program
curriculum. We teach to the “head and heart” of each
child, and we delight in working with every student on
his or her personalized journey.
A highlight each year is the much anticipated exchange
program with Dwight School London, in which fifth graders
take their first steps abroad on the road to becoming
global leaders.

Every day begins with
a personal greeting
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MIDDLE SCHOOL

Grades 6-8
Dwight’s IB Middle Years Program curriculum provides
a framework for academic rigor and encourages students
to embrace and understand connections between traditional
subjects and the real world. This inquiry-based curriculum
deepens students’ abilities to develop and hone their problemsolving skills and to become independent thinkers.
The innovative learning opportunities available to Middle
School students are countless. Students design and create
apps, debate global topics, and collaborate with students
around the world. Through Dwight’s Leadership Program,
Middle School students develop the skills that will allow
them to become global leaders of tomorrow.

Grade 8 students learn with and
from each other in science class.
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UPPER SCHOOL

Grades 9-12
As students come to the end of the Middle Years
Program, they mark a milestone in their IB learning
— the Tenth Grade Personal Project — an in-depth
inquiry into topics of their own choosing. In grades
11 and 12, they dive deeper into the academically
vigorous IB curriculum through the Diploma Program,
which includes higher-level classes such as Theory

of Knowledge; and projects such as the Extended
Essay, which is on par with college-level work.
As they prepare to take the next step in their educational
journeys beyond Dwight, seniors leave an indelible
mark on our community through their leadership,
community service, and action. Each year, as we
celebrate their milestone graduation at the beautiful
Metropolitan Museum of Art, we bid them farewell
before they move on to the finest colleges and universities in the world.

A Dwight student introduced his
original musical composition at
our global Carnegie Hall concert
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DWIGHT GLOBAL ONLINE SCHOOL

Blended and Flexible Online Learning
Dwight’s campus in the cloud, Dwight Global Online
School, offers students in grades 7-12 around the world
the opportunity to experience a Dwight private school
education from wherever they call home. Students have
the option to take some classes online, some in person,
or the full online program.
Through Dwight Global’s small class size and collegestyle seminars, students receive the same personalized
attention virtually as they do on campus. They also have
the flexibility in their schedules to pursue their passions at
the highest level outside of school. Some Dwight Global
students are elite athletes, actors, and dancers who maintain rigorous rehearsal, performance, and competition
schedules without compromising their academics.
Dwight Global students can select from Advanced Placement courses, the IB curriculum, or their own personalized
course of study. Several times a year, they come to our
campus in New York for in-person experiences that connect
them to one another and to their teachers, building a
strong sense of community, which distinguishes Dwight
Global from other online schools.
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PERFORMING AND VISUAL ARTS

Where Talent, Creativity, and
Expression Converge
The arts are integral to a Dwight education. Beginning
in preschool with exposure to the fundamentals, and
continuing through grade 12 with deeper learning in
history, theory, and technique, students explore and
express themselves through a range of classroom and
extra-curricular programs.
Music
Whether a soloist or part of an ensemble, orchestra,
band, or chorus, students perform on campus and at
leading New York City venues, including Carnegie
Hall, where they take to this illustrious stage alongside peers from Dwight’s global campuses.
Private Conservatory lessons are
available in:
· acoustic guitar
· percussion
· bass guitar
· piano
· clarinet
· saxophone
· cello
· theory
· composition
· viola
· double bass
· violin
· electric guitar
· voice
· flute

Theater
Productions each season include classics, worldtheater, and modern plays, as well as musicals and
original student pieces. Students work with professional mentors in the field and have the opportunity
to perform in off-Broadway theaters.
Dance
Students express their spark of genius in dance
through original choreography and performance.

A 3,000-square-foot,
two-story facility, the
Dwight Performing
Arts Center extends
Dwight’s urban campus
with a 60-seat theater
and spaces for teaching,
production, and
performing music
and theater.
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PERFORMING AND VISUAL ARTS

Visual Arts
Student creativity also flourishes across campus through
an extensive range of visual arts programs. Students exhibit
their work on campus side-by-side with Dwight’s extensive
fine arts collection, demonstrating their talents in:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

3-D design
portfolio preparation
digital media
drawing
fashion design
film
game design
photography
printmaking
sculpture
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ATHLETICS

Record-setting Excellence
Dwight is committed to the development of the whole
child, including physical well-being. Through P.E. classes
and a wide range of extra-curricular programs and athletic
teams, students have opportunities to set goals, hone their
skills, and shine in both individual and team sports.
Our outstanding coaches work with students to promote
leadership, teamwork, and sportsmanship; improve performance; and to do their personal best. Dwight students
and teams set and break records each season and come
together to cheer each other on as proud Dwight Lions.
We have a long-standing and proud scholar-athlete
tradition in which Dwight students excel equally in the
classroom and on the playing field. Go Dwight!
Our 40,000-square-foot Athletic Center features:
· 25-yard, six-lane pool
· Two roof-top tennis courts
· Regulation-size high school gym
· Dance studio
· Fitness rooms

Dwight’s Boys Varsity Basketball Team won the NYSAIS
championship titles in 2014, 2015, and 2017!
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ATHLETICS

Preschool‒Grade 6 (After-school)
Jiu Jitsu
Basketball
Fencing
Baseball
Dance
Swimming
Tennis
Soccer
Dodgeball
Gymnastics
Flag Football
Grades 7‒12
Fall
Cross-Country: Grades 7/8, Varsity
Soccer: 7/8, Junior Varsity, Varsity
Volleyball: 7/8 Girls, JV Girls, Varsity Girls
Winter
Basketball: 7/8, Junior Varsity, Varsity
Swimming: 7/8, Varsity
Spring
Baseball: Varsity Boys
Golf: Varsity
Rugby: 7/8, Varsity
Tennis: 7/8, Varsity
Track & Field: 7/8, Varsity
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMS

Sparking Minds, Bodies, and Imaginations Beyond
the Classroom
Dwight’s after-school activities are an important extension
of the day and reflect our dedication to igniting the spark
of genius in every child. Students develop their interests
and talents — and discover new ones — through ageappropriate extra-curricular programs that run the gamut,
from A to Z: from acrobatics to Zumba, and everything
in between.
Our programs are designed to reinforce what students
learn in the classroom, encourage skill development, and
build self-esteem. Along the way, students share enriching
experiences, have fun, forge friendships, and challenge
themselves to grow.

Young acrobats soar
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COLLEGE GUIDANCE

Pathway to the World’s Best Colleges
Dwight graduates gain admission to the finest colleges
and universities in the world. Recent acceptances include
Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Stanford, MIT, Columbia,
Brown, NYU, Cornell, Duke, Vassar, Wesleyan, and
McGill, among others.
College guidance begins early in grade 9 — and continues
through all four years of Upper School. Our college
counseling experts work one-on-one with students to help
them navigate the admissions process and identify the
school that is the best fit based on their academic profiles,
personal interests, and aspirations. Dwight’s Chancellor
Stephen Spahn, who has many years of experience in the
field, collaborates as an ex-officio member of the team.
The IB is recognized as one of the world’s most rigorous
courses of study, providing Dwight IB Diploma candidates
with a distinct advantage in the college admissions process.
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ADMISSIONS

Admissions Checklist
Preschool
• Submit an online application
• Attend an open house – register online
• Attend your scheduled parent interview
• Attend the child play group
• Submit the ISAAGNY recommendation form
(if applicable)
Kindergarten
• Submit an online application
• Attend an open house – register online
• Attend your scheduled parent interview
• Attend the child play group
• Submit the ISAAGNY recommendation form
Grades 1-5
• Submit an online application
• Attend an open house – register online
• Attend your scheduled interview
• Submit official school reports for the current
and previous school years
• Submit teacher recommendation form
• Submit ISEE
Grades 6-12
• Submit an online application
• Attend an open house – register online
(not required)
• Attend your scheduled interview and tour
• Submit official school reports for the current
and previous school years
• Submit teacher recommendation forms for
Math and English
• Submit ISEE or SSAT test scores
All required recommendations forms can be found under
the Admissions section of our website

We invite you to visit our school to learn more about
our world-class academic, innovation, art, and athletic
programs. You will have the opportunity to meet our
students, faculty, and admissions teams. We also hope
that you’ll join us for an open house.
To learn more, please call (212) 724-6360. Please visit
us at www.dwight.edu to begin the admissions process.
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ON THE FOREFRONT

Expanding into the Future
Dwight is a frontier IB World School and innovator
in education, ever advancing learning experiences and
opportunities for students of all ages. We are expanding
our urban campus by 34,000 square feet and designing
inspiring new spaces in which to launch groundbreaking
educational programs in the 2018-19 academic year.
A Dwight education knows no limits. Join us for the
exciting journey.

Dwight is an IB World School

